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anything new. He refers to the abundance of pepper and
remarks : "Traders arc treated generously; they are not charged
expenses for either harbourage or board."

The account of Chau Ju-kua is supplemented by other
Chinese writers. According to Tao-i Chih-lio (A.D. 1349)
Java produced rice in such abundance that there was a surplus
for export to other countries.1 The same authority makes a
special reference to sun-dried pepper of which every year ten
thousand catties of the first quality and strength were prepared,
and also to coloured cotton prints and parrots of the pan-ying-
wu variety.2 The coloured cotton prints or the Batiks have
been one of the most famous industries of Java from 'the
remotest period to the present day. The parrots of Java were
evidently highly prized. Ma Huan not only refers to green,
red, and five-coloured parrots, but also to parroquets that
speak.3 Fei Hsin (1436 AD.) not only refers to parrots and
'parrot-peacocks', which can be taught to understand speech
and to sing songs, but also to "hanging-down bird" with
variegated plumage, which can absorb sweet perfume burnt
during day and let it out at night by spreading out its tail and
wings. The same writer observes : "This country is wealthy.
There are pearls, silver, ya-ku stones, cat's-eyes, sapphires,
rubies, che-ku, agate, nutmegs, long-peppers, put-chuck, indigo,
everything that can be used, and traders are very numerous/*'*

There were several important ports in Java. In the
fifteenth century A.D. Surabaya occupied the foremost place.
Fei Hsin refers to it as the "principal mercantile centre for
all goods, ships, and grain.5 Next in point of importance was
Greresik, To Ma Huan wo owe the following account of its
rise and importance : "Anciently it was a mud flat. The
Chinese visited it and settled down there in numbers, when
it was called Hsin-tsiin or the "New Village". It counts over
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